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Explaining the role of client's business complexity and auditor's
expertise on audit report delay

Elham Mansourinia *
Khadijeh Peare

Abstract

Audit report contains important information for investors, analysts and other users of
financial statements. The delay in the audit report reduces the credibility and quality
of financial reports. In the auditing profession, the timing of financial reports is
considered one of the important things for the users of financial statements. The
purpose of this research is to explain the role of the complexity of the client's business
and the auditor's expertise on the delay of the audit report. This research is applied in
terms of purpose and correlational in terms of nature and causal method. The
statistical population of the research was all the companies admitted to the stock
exchange in the period of 5 years from 1397 to 1401, and a total of 102 companies
were studied. The research findings show that the complexity of the client's business
has a positive and significant effect on the delay in the audit report. In other words,
with the increase in the complexity of the company, the risk of the company and the
timing required for the implementation of the audit process increase, and the audit
report is submitted with more delay. Also, the findings of the research showed that the
auditor's expertise has no effect on the delay in the audit report.
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