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Discourse Analysis of Student Movment in Iran

Saman Sameni !

Abstract

By providing an answer to the question of “what to do” and reproducing a semantic system
for civil and trade union protests, the student movement legitimizes and facilitates the
mobilization of forces. Theorists such as David Snow believe that the discourse of the student
movement cannot be reduced to ideology and that, alongside political discourses, attention
should also be paid to the frameworks that guide the actions of activists. Frameworks are
semantic systems that unwrittenly and even unconsciously guide the choices and stances of
actors and, as an intervening factor, cause counter-discourses to crystallize objectively and
lead to the mobilization of forces. This article, by examining the discourse analysis of the
student movement in the 70s and 80s and comparing it with the second Pahlavi era, studies
the process of political reading of "religion” for student activists by understanding the
framework governing their actions and choices. The results of the present study show that the
student movement, prior to the protests of Shahrivar 1401, presented a political reading of
"religion.” Although this perspective was dominant in the protests against the results of the
presidential election in 2009, the protests of 1401 were a kind of discursive break with the
student movements before that, because the slogans of student activists, by marginalizing
revolutionary and political readings of "religion,” were aimed at highlighting the central
signifiers of secularism.During the Constitutional Movement in the early 20th century,
secular and constitutionalist forces proposed the separation of religion and state in the
monarchy for the first time in the history of the Iranian monarchy. In the early Pahlavi era,
religious institutions as organizations that had previously had great influence in education,
the judiciary, and even the court, were marginalized. For this reason, some student activists in
the 1398 and 1401 argued that Pahlaviism would be the antithesis of political Islam due to the
development of the bureaucratic system during the early Pahlavi era.

Keywords

Student movement, Secularism, Religion, Discourse
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