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The Discursive Confrontation between Secularism and
Religious Fundamentalism in Iran

Saman Sameni !

Abstract

Secularism has played a significant role in offering a scientific definition of the
relationship between religion and power. On the other hand, religious fundamentalism
represents a return to a conservative interpretation of religion, which is often linked to
authoritarian structures. Following the 1979 Revolution in Iran, an authoritarian
political system with a religious foundation was established based on the theory of
Velayat-e Fagih (Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist). This system can be regarded as
an instance of religious fundamentalism in the form of a political discourse. With the
incorporation of the principle of Velayat-e Fagih into the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, secularism—despite the suppression of its political and social
actors—has consistently functioned as a critical discourse. The principle of Velayat-e
Faqih stands in ideological opposition to secularism by rejecting all three political,
philosophical, and social interpretations of it. While the legitimacy of a secular state
derives directly from the will of the people, the Islamic Republic bases its legitimacy
on theological and jurisprudential concepts. This article, aiming to examine and
analyze secular critiques of religious fundamentalism in lran, first explores the
concepts and theoretical foundations of these two discourses, and then investigates the
historical developments, social consequences, and future prospects of their
confrontation.
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