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Explaining the Conceptual Foundations of Social Capital
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Abstract

Background and Objective: The literature on the theoretical and empirical aspects of social capital has grown significantly
over the past decade. Social capital is defined as networks accompanied by norms, values, and shared understanding that
facilitate cooperation within or between groups. In a society lacking sufficient social capital, other forms of capital remain
ineffective and are wasted. This is why social capital is considered the central axis of management in organizations. The aim
of this study is a comprehensive review of the main concepts and components of social capital.

Method: A descriptive method based on document study.

Findings and Conclusion: In this study, three theories, three approaches, two perspectives, three levels of analysis, and
three measurement frameworks for social capital were identified. The entire concept of social capital focuses on social
relationships, and its main elements include social networks, civic participation, norms of reciprocal interaction, and public
trust. In general, as an individual and collective asset, it is defined in the form of shared norms, values, beliefs, trust,
networks, social relationships, and institutions that facilitate cooperation and collective action for mutual interests.

Keywords
Approaches, Sources, Level of Analysis, Measurement.
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