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Identifying the factors affecting tax avoidance and tax evasion
using a systematic approach

Mostafa Mozaffari *

Zohreh Selahvarzi

Abstract

Objective: Tax avoidance is defined as the legal use of the tax regime to reduce the tax
payable, by means that are within the framework of the law or at least within the framework
of the law. In contrast, tax evasion is any attempt by taxpayers to evade taxes through illegal
means, which is especially necessary in developing economies, which have a deep gap with
leading economies in this field. Therefore, the aim of the present study is to identify the
factors affecting tax avoidance and tax evasion using a meta-synthesis approach and tries to
systematically review the findings of studies conducted in this regard and analyze them based
on the formation process and the presented achievement. Method: For this purpose, by
referring to available reliable documents and documents and after reviewing the information
of English sources from 2010 to 2024 and Persian from 1390 to 1403, 31 suitable articles
were identified from the mass of initial articles. In order to analyze the selected articles,
constituent concepts, dimensions and influential components, the content analysis method
was used with the presence of a number of experts and scholars. Findings: The research
findings show that demographic factors, education, administrative and political factors,
psychological factors, government factors, corporate governance mechanisms, financial
issues, the role of the tax organization and policies, behavioral aspects, complex processes,
political influence, administrative cultural factors and compromise in tax prosecution are
effective factors in tax avoidance and tax evasion. Conclusion and knowledge enhancement:
This research provides tax regulators with insights to improve regulations and reduce tax
evasion and tax evasion activities. It is also an attempt to provide guidance for academics
when examining tax avoidance and tax evasion in Iran, which helps to develop the literature
in this field.
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