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Explaining the role of auditors' analytical-critical thinking on
professional judgment and ethical performance

Ali Nemati !
Mahdis Alemzadeh *2

Abstract

In the present era, when the increasing complexity of economic and financial environments
has confronted the auditing profession with unprecedented challenges, having advanced
cognitive capabilities has become an inevitable necessity for the guardians of public trust.
This research, with a profound and interdisciplinary perspective, seeks to explore the
invisible connections between cognitive areas and professional requirements in the turbulent
world of auditing. Accordingly, the aim of the present study is to explain the role of auditors'
analytical-critical thinking on professional judgment and ethical performance of the auditor.
The present study is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-survey in terms of data
collection method. Data were collected through standard questionnaires. The statistical
population includes all auditors working in the audit organization and private sector
institutions in the first quarter of 1404, of which 391 people were selected as a sample using
the Cochran formula. The results of data analysis showed that the analytical-critical thinking
of auditors has a positive and significant effect on their professional judgment and ethical
performance. Finally, this research demonstrates its importance not only as the first study to
examine the effect of the analytical-critical thinking of auditors on the professional judgment
and ethical performance of the auditor, but also as a turning point in the audit literature. The
findings of this research have opened new horizons for a better understanding of the role of
pragmatic thinking in promoting professional standards and improving audit quality. By
providing an innovative framework, this study not only adds to the theoretical richness of this
field, but also provides practical solutions for professional institutions and policymakers to
take a major step towards transforming the auditing profession by applying pragmatist
principles.
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